
President’s Message 
By Gerry Villhauer, W0GV 

 
Hello DRC Members. 
 
I hope you all survived our last series of rain storms. During the heavy rains at my house, the water 
was covering the entire street. No harm done as far as I know. Having several antennas and a tower, I 
am always most concerned with the lighting.  
 
We had our first in a series of DRC Saturday’s on April 27th. It was a successful event with several in 
attendance taking on the project of building a Balun transformer. Thanks to Mark, N0XRX for hosting 
the event in his very comfortable garage.  
 
The next DRC Saturday will be held on May 25th. This will be something we have never done before. 
A Pico Balloon Launch. What is a Pico Balloon you ask? It is a small balloon, similar to the size of a 
party balloon. It will have a small solar panel and radio transmitter attached; the whole assembly 
weighs only a few grams. After launch, its voyage will be tracked via a radio receiver. Some of these 
balloons have been known to travel several times around the earth; Although unusual, it is very possi-
ble, depending on weather and other factors. More information and the launch location will be deter-
mined as we get closer to the launch date. Stay tuned and plan to attend!  
 
Denver Radio Club Lunch: An informal face-to-face meeting of DRC members will start on the third 
Wednesday of each month at 11:30 a.m.  The location is at the Valley Inn Restaurant, 1997 S 
Wadsworth Blvd, in Lakewood.  This restaurant is on the southern edge of the King Soopers Shopping 
Center at Jewell and Wadsworth.  No reservations are required.  If you are interested in meeting and 
talking about radio, or other topics, don’t hesitate in coming by. 
 
Thanks to Joe Eisenberg, K0NEB for a very interesting presentation on Kit Build at our April meeting. 
We hope to have Joe back for another and different presentation in the future. As of this writing, we 
have not confirmed a program for our May meeting which will be on Wednesday May 15th. Stay tuned 
to our nets and the DRC website for more information as it develops. 
 
We recently received our second check from King Sooper Community Awards. If you have not gone to 
King Soopers website and signed up making; The Denver Radio Club, as your chosen recipient, 
please do so. All you need to sign up is a King Sooper Rewards card. This costs you nothing and really 
helps the club's treasury. Thank you in advance for signing up. 
 
Thanks to all of our new members who have recently joined the DRC. Your support is very much ap-
preciated. Please come to meetings and events and stay active. Your name and call will be posted in 
this edition of the Round Table. 
 
73 for now, 
 
Gerry 
W0GV 
President 
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Who’s New In The DRC? 
From Cathy Villhauer, N0CRZ, DRC Membership 

 
The DRC is a very active club in the Denver metro area and we’d like to have all of our mem-
bers listen for these new calls and welcome them to the club and repeaters.  Welcome to our 
newest members: 
 
 
 
 
We have a number of activities throughout the year and we’d like very much for you to partici-
pate in serving your community. If you have questions please feel free to ask on any of the re-
peaters or see the contact information on the last page of this publication. 
 
Also, please join us once a month at the regular club meeting on the 3rd Wednesday at 7:00 
p.m. For new hams we have the Elmer session which starts at 6:00 p.m. before the regular 
meeting. 
 
 

Question of the Month 
By Bill Rinker, W6OAV 

 
What are the Best Attic Antennas and Why? 
 
The answer can be found on page 7 of the Dec 2015 issue of the Roundtable: 
https://w0tx.org/RoundtableArchive/2015-RoundTables/RT201512(DEC).pdf 
 
 

2024 DRC Hamfest 
By Bill Worthington, KE0YKV 

 

The DRC 2024 Hamfest is scheduled for Sunday, August 25th and will be held at the Adams 
County Fairgrounds, 9:00 am to 1:00pm. As the new Hamfest coordinator, I am going to need 
some help. The most pressing need is to arrange the food and drinks. I also need help with 
ticket sales, door prize raffle, VE testing, equipment sales, and vendor registration. If anyone 
can offer some help, I would greatly appreciate it. I can be reached at drcfest@w0tx.org 
or 720-626-5485. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W0TX Page 2 w0tx.org 

© Denver Radio Club 

The Round Table May 2024 

Fred Ackermann - K7SPA Matt Gallant - KFØDDJ 

Sam Jonas  

https://w0tx.org/RoundtableArchive/2015-RoundTables/RT201512(DEC).pdf
mailto:drcfest@w0tx.org?subject=Hamfest%20Help


DRC Saturday- Kit Build 
Some pictures from the April 27th DRC Saturday Balun transformer build. 
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Bill Worthington’s (KE0YKV) completed work: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Join the club on May 25th’s DRC Saturday for the pico balloon launch. This will be located 

East of DIA. The club will build a pico ballon and take to the launch site early in the morning 

and then track the ballon and recover “hopefully” still in working order. More information will be 

provided as this event gets closer. The date may also change due to weather and/or launch 

window permissions. Stay-tuned. 

 

 

 

Lakewood Siren Test Rescheduled 
By Kevin Schmidt, K0KPS 

 
Lakewood City has tentatively rescheduled their siren test for June 5th.  Club members will 
reach out to schedule sites as the date approaches. More information to follow. 
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DRC Echolink Has a New Brain! 
By Bill Rinker, W6OAV 

 

Our club's Echolink server has faithfully served us for many years. However, over the past year, the old 
server has been intermittently crashing, causing disruptions. 
 
To address this issue, several months ago, Gerry, W0GV, purchased a new laptop to replace the aging 
server. Scott, N0OBA, kindly volunteered to program the new laptop with the Echolink software. Scott 
then took the laptop over to Dave's, K0HTX, location, where they both spent time configuring and wiring 
the new system. Their collaborative efforts have resulted in a smoothly functioning Echolink setup. 
 
The club would like to extend a very heartfelt “thank you” to Scott and Dave for their work in upgrading 
the Echolink server. Their technical expertise and willingness to volunteer their time have ensured the 
continued reliable operation of this important club resource. 

 
 

DLARC 
By Bill Rinker, W6OAV 

 
The Digital Library of Amateur Radio & Communications (DLARC) is an online library that provides ac-
cess to a vast collection of amateur radio and communications resources. Established in 2022, DLARC 
is a collaborative project between the Internet Archive and the Amateur Radio Digital Communications 
(ARDC) organization. One can easily spend hours browsing this library! 
 
The DLARC repository encompasses a wide range of materials, including: 
 
Books: DLARC offers a comprehensive collection of amateur radio books, both in print and electronic 
formats. These books cover a wide range of topics, from basic radio theory to advanced antenna de-
sign. 
 
Periodicals: DLARC provides access to a vast archive of amateur radio periodicals, including maga-
zines, newsletters, and journals. These periodicals span decades of amateur radio history and offer val-
uable insights into the evolution of the hobby. 
 
Audio and Video Recordings: DLARC features a collection of audio and video recordings related to am-
ateur radio, including lectures, presentations, and interviews. These recordings provide a unique oppor-
tunity to learn from experienced amateur radio operators and delve into various aspects of the hobby. 
 
Software and Hardware Resources: DLARC offers access to a range of software and hardware re-
sources related to amateur radio, including simulation tools, schematics, 
and construction guides. These resources can be valuable for both begin-
ners and experienced amateur radio operators seeking to expand their 
knowledge and skills. 
 
The DLARC collection is continuously growing, with new materials added 
regularly. The library's user-friendly interface makes it easy to browse, 
search, and discover resources of interest. DLARC also offers a variety of 
filtering and sorting options to help users quickly navigate the vast collec-
tion. 
 
The DLARC collection is available at https://archive.org/details/dlarc 
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FT8 Guides 
By Bill Rinker, W6OAV 

 

Anyone tuning the bands today has heard the many FT8 tones towards the bottom of the 

bands. FT8 has taken the ham community by storm! It is a mode that is designed for weak sig-

nal operation, and it can be used to make contacts with hams that are many thousands of 

miles away. 

 

To assist the FT8 community, Gary Hinson, ZL2IFB, has written a very comprehensive guide 

for FT8  operators. This guide consists of 84 information packed pages with practical visuals 

and is essential for any serious FT8 operator. The free PDF guide is available at: https://

www.g4ifb.com/FT8_Hinson_tips_for_HF_DXers.pdf 

 

Also, Brant Kelsey, W4YAF, has written a nice FT8  beginners guide which is available at: 

https://www.w4yaf.com/operating/digital-modes/the-beginners-guide-to-ft8-ham-radio-how-to-

get-started/ 

 

If you are not familiar with how FT8 sounds, go to: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=8u3eLPKpyY4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W0TX Page 6 w0tx.org 

© Denver Radio Club 

The Round Table May 2024 

https://www.g4ifb.com/FT8_Hinson_tips_for_HF_DXers.pdf
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Ham Radio in the Afterlife 
By Unknown 

 
Two ham friends, John and Bill, were discussing if there was ham radio in the afterlife. They 
developed a plan to find out. They agreed that whoever dies first will come back from the dead 
to tell the other one if there was ham radio. 
 
One sad day, Bill lost his life. John was devastated but hoped that Bill would keep his side of 
the agreement. A few weeks later, in the middle of the night, John heard an eerie voice calling 
his name.  
 
Awakened, John asked: “Is that you, Bill?” 
 
 “Yes.” Bill replied. 
 
 “So? Is there ham radio in the afterlife?” asked John. 
 
 Bill answered, ”Well, I have good news and bad news.” 
 
 John, “Give me the good news first.” 
 
Bill, “The good news is that certainly there is Radio in the afterlife.” 
 
John, “That’s great news! There cannot be bad news then!”  
 
Bill, “The bad news is that you’ll be Net Control this Monday at 7 PM.” 
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~ GET PUBLISHED ~ 

We welcome and encourage all members to share their experiences and stories so that we can all learn from 
one another. It can be long or short. If we can’t fit it into one newsletter, we can split it across multiple issues. 
Not a writer? We have volunteers that will listen to your story and put it into an article, and of course you will 
have the opportunity to review and approve prior to publication. Your contribution to the club is welcomed and 
appreciated. ~Editor 

The DRC needs you! 

Please contact W0GV (president@w0tx.org) if you are interested in helping with the open positions. 

See the list at the end of the newsletter. 

DRC’s Trading Post 

Don’t forget you can find locally-sourced, ham-grown merchandise at: 
w0tx.org/trade 

https://w0tx.org/trade/


Past Round Table Pages 
Provided By Woody Linwood, W0UI 

 
From the September 1960 edition.  
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Past & Future Propagation Conditions 
By Bill Rinker, W6OAV 
 

The charts below show the Solar Flux and “A” indexes for last month and the forecast for this month’s Solar Flux 
index. 
 

Refer to the September 2010 Round Table for more complete information on interpreting these charts, which is 
available at: http://www.w0tx.org/RoundtableArchive/2010-RoundTables/RT201009(SEP).pdf 

 
In the event of a disaster in the metro area,  

please monitor our repeaters on 
145.490/448.625 (primary) and 449.350 

(secondary). 
 

The emergency Net Control Operator will 
provide information and/or requests to mem-

bers for assistance. 
 

W0TX Repeater Directory 

DRC’s Emergency Responses 
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The Round Table Archive and Article 
Index 

 

w0tx.org/roundtable 
 

RANDOM SITE OF THE MONTH 
Radio Club Uruguayo 

Kings Soopers Reward Program—Help the DRC. 

kingsoopers.com/i/community/community-rewards 

citymarket.com/i/community/community-rewards 

 
 
 

http://www.w0tx.org/RoundtableArchive/2010-RoundTables/RT201009(SEP).pdf
https://w0tx.org/repeaters/
http://www.w0tx.org/roundtables.htm
https://w0tx.org/roundtable/
https://www.cx1aa.org/
https://www.kingsoopers.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.citymarket.com/i/community/community-rewards
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Upcoming Events 
Hamfests & Conventions 

Event Date Location Sponsor Website 

Montrose ARC Tail Gate 
Party 

6/1/24 Lions Club Pavilion  montrosehamradio.org 

Megafest 7/27/24 Lewis-Palmer High School ppraa.org/megafest 

Upcoming QSO Parties 
The following are the Contests not sponsored by the ARRL. Please submit additions for future issues. 

State/Province Start Date End Date Sponsor Website Notes 

Arizona 05/04/2024 05/05/2024 The 7th Call Area QSO Party  

Connecticut 05/04/2024 05/05/2024 New England QSO Party  

Delaware 05/04/2024 05/05/2024 First State Amateur Radio Club  

Idaho 05/04/2024 05/05/2024 The 7th Call Area QSO Party  

Indiana 05/04/2024 05/05/2024 Hoosier DX and Contest Club  

Maine 05/04/2024 05/05/2024 New England QSO Party  

Massachusetts 05/04/2024 05/05/2024 New England QSO Party  

Montana 05/04/2024 05/05/2024 The 7th Call Area QSO Party  

Nevada 05/04/2024 05/05/2024 The 7th Call Area QSO Party  

New Hampshire 05/04/2024 05/05/2024 New England QSO Party  

Oregon 05/04/2024 05/05/2024 The 7th Call Area QSO Party  

Rhode Island 05/04/2024 05/05/2024 New England QSO Party  

Utah 05/04/2024 05/05/2024 The 7th Call Area QSO Party  

Vermont 05/04/2024 05/05/2024 New England QSO Party  

Washington 05/04/2024 05/05/2024 The 7th Call Area QSO Party  

Wyoming 05/04/2024 05/05/2024 The 7th Call Area QSO Party  

Arkansas 05/18/2024 05/19/2024 The Noise Blankers Radio Group  

Source: qsoparty.eqth.net/index.html  See contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html for a larger QSO parties list. 

Attention 
 

The DRC Board of Directors meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of each month via Google Meet and are 
open to any member. If you wish to attend, please contact a board member prior to the meeting night for specific 

information.  

https://montrosehamradio.org/
https://ppraa.org/megafest
http://7qp.org/
http://www.neqp.org/
https://www.fsarc.org/qsoparty/qsohome.htm
http://7qp.org/
http://hdxcc.org/inqp/index.html
http://www.neqp.org/
http://www.neqp.org/
http://7qp.org/
http://7qp.org/
http://www.neqp.org/
http://7qp.org/
http://www.neqp.org/
http://7qp.org/
http://www.neqp.org/
http://7qp.org/
http://7qp.org/
http://www.arkqp.com/
https://qsoparty.eqth.net/index.html
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html
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DRC Repeaters 

BAND Freq / Shift / PL Tone Additional Information 

6m 53.090MHz (-1MHz) 107.2Hz PL  

Packet 145.05MHz Metro Denver Area Coverage 

2m 145.490MHz (-) 100Hz PL 
Linked to 70cm / 448.625MHz.  Primary frequency during 
emergency net. 

2m 147.330MHz (+) 100Hz PL Local area.  Has voting receivers. Does not TX a PL. 

2m 147.330MHz (+) 131.8Hz PL 
Test mode operation. Send signal reports to Tech Com-
mittee. 

1.25m 224.380MHz (-) 100Hz PL  

70cm 
447.825MHz (-) DCS~073; NB 
12.5; +/- 2.5 

Saint Anthony’s. Note: This is a narrow band repeater 
requiring DCS. 

70cm 448.625MHz (-) 100Hz PL Linked to 2m / 145.490MHz. 1° disaster net freq. 

70cm 449.350MHz (-) 100Hz PL 
Wide area coverage with Echolink, node # 4140. Second-
ary frequency during emergency net. 

70cm 449.775 MHz (-) 
Yaesu digital, C4FM, Wires-X, DN, VW & Data.  No analog 
FM. W0TX Room 40931. 

70cm 446.7875MHz (-)  
BrandMeister Repeater: Slot 1 – Wide Area Traffic, Slot 2 
– Local Talk Group 310804 
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May 2024 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
Learning Net  
7:30 p.m. 
145.490 / 448.625 
(No PL) 

2 3 4 

5 6 
 

7 8 
Learning Net  
7:30 p.m. 
145.490 / 448.625 
(No PL) 

9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 DRC Lunch 
11:30 @ Valley Inn 
Restaurant, Lakewood. 
 
DRC Monthly Online 
Meeting 
Elmer 6 PM 
Meeting 7 PM 

16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 
Learning Net  
7:30 p.m. 
145.490 / 448.625 
(No PL) 

23 24 25 
DRC Saturday 
Pico Balloon Launch 
Location: TBD. See DRC 
website. 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

The Round Table May 2024 
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DRC Net Sundays at 8:30 p.m. on 145.490 / 448.625 (no PL) 

See arrl.org/contest-calendar for additional details about contests. 

https://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar


Please Let Us Know 
 

Over the years we occasionally hear from hams who have read the Round Table in other states and countries around 
the world. We appreciate the comments and we would like to know where you are located. So if you live outside the 

Front Range or Denver Metro Area and read the newsletter either online, email or hard copy please send a short note 
via email with your City, State or City, Country. 

We will publish it at a later date in our new regular feature called Round Table Round World.  
To respond to this request send your information to roundtable@w0tx.org. 

 
Subject: I’m located in… 

DRC Board of Directors 

President W0GV Gerry Villhauer 303-467-0223 president@w0tx.org 

Vice-President K0KPS Kevin Schmidt 303-475-9234  k0kps@arrl.net 

Secretary WW0LF Orlen Wolf 303-279-6264 secretary@w0tx.org 

Treasurer N0CRZ Cathy Villhauer 303-467-0223 treasurer@w0tx.org 

Board Member N0XRX Mark Thomas 720-438-0848 n0xrx@w0tx.org 

Board Member K1DBC Doron Ben Chaim 720-254-1561 k1dbc@w0tx.org 

Board Member WG0N Dave Baysinger 303-987-0246 wg0n@arrl.net 

Board Member KB0CHT Jeff Irvin Check Roster Check Roster 

DRC Staff and Volunteers 

Benevolent  Carolyn Wolf 303-279-1328 benevolent@w0tx.org 

Club Librarian WG0N Dave Baysinger 303-987-0246 wg0n@arrl.net 

Digital Committee W6OAV Bill Rinker Check Roster digital@w0tx.org 

Education Coordinator Open   elmer@w0tx.org 

EmComm Coordinator KE0HFH Michael Vespoli 303-215-8862 emcomm@w0tx.org 

EmComm Coordinator AD0UZ Brennan Pate Check Roster emcomm@w0tx.org 

Field Day Chairman N6WHV Dick Nelson  fieldday@w0tx.org 

Membership N0CRZ Cathy Villhauer 303-467-0223 membership@w0tx.org 

Net Control K0TOR Jim Beall 303-798-2351 net@w0tx.org 

Public Relations K0AXP Dave Verlinde 248-515-2371 publicrelations@w0tx.org 

RT Managing Editor AD0UZ Brennan Pate Check Roster roundtable@w0tx.org 

RT Associate Editor W6OAV Bill Rinker Check Roster Check Roster 

Hamfest Manager KE0YKV Bill Worthington 720-626-5485 drcfest@w0tx.org 

Tech. Committee Chair Open   tech@w0tx.org 

Trustee WW0LF Orlen Wolf 303-279-6264 trustee@w0tx.org 

VE Team K0RAP Robert Pickett 720-336-0114 k0rap@w0tx.org 

Website & YouTube K1DBC Doron Ben Chaim 720-254-1561 websiteadmin@w0tx.org 
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DRC members - this is your newsletter. Please email your club or amateur radio related suggestions to the editor. Members are the heart of The Denver 
Radio Club, so if you have an expertise or an interest in a particular segment of ham radio that you’d like to write about, you may email your submissions to 
roundtable@w0tx.org. The submission deadline is the 25th of the Month.   ~ Editor 
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